
GRADE LEVEL 5: SOCIAL STUDIES  
Overview of Units: 

 Geography/Map Skills 

 First Americans 

 Exploration & Colonization 

 Foundations of Freedom 

 Westward Expansion & Industrialism 

 Kentucky Unit Review 

 The Civil War & Reconstruction 

 The 20th Century 
 
Social studies in the primary grades has a different level/grade context each year. For example, grade four focuses on 
Kentucky studies and regions of the United States. Grade five includes an integrated focus on United States history. 
Regardless of the level/grade context, students incorporate each of the five areas of social studies in an integrated 
fashion to explore the content. 
 
The primary purpose of social studies is to help students develop the ability to make informed decisions as citizens of a 
culturally diverse, democratic society in an interdependent world. The skills and concepts found throughout this 
document reflect this purpose by promoting the belief that students must develop more than an understanding of social 
studies content. They must also be able to apply the content perspectives of several academic fields of the social 
studies to personal and public experiences. By stressing the importance of both content knowledge and its application, 
the social studies curriculum in Kentucky provides a framework that prepares students to become productive citizens. 
 
The social studies content standards at the intermediate level are directly aligned with Kentucky's Academic 
Expectations. Social Studies standards are organized around five “Big Ideas” that are important to the discipline of 
social studies. The five Big Ideas in social studies are: Government and Civics, Cultures and Societies, Economics, 
Geography and Historical Perspective. The Big Ideas, which are more thoroughly explained in the pages that follow, are 
conceptual organizers that are the same at each grade level. This consistency ensures students have multiple 
opportunities throughout their school careers to develop skills and concepts linked to the Big Ideas. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Big Idea 
UNIT 1: GEOGRAPHY/MAP SKILLS 

Geography 
Geography includes the study of the five fundamental themes of location, place, regions, movement and human/environmental interaction. Students need 
geographic knowledge to analyze issues and problems to better understand how humans have interacted with their environment over time, how geography 
has impacted settlement and population, and how geographic factors influence climate, culture, the economy and world events. A geographic perspective 
also enables students to better understand the past and present and to prepare for the future. 

*Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1. How are the regions of the U.S. alike and different? 

2. Where are the States and their Regions located? 

3. What is the early history of the region?   

Specific Content Area Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

Review Geography Unit 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geography 

SS-05-4.1.1 Students will use 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, charts, 
graphs) to identify natural resources 
and other physical characteristics (e.g., 
major landforms, major bodies of 
water, weather, climate, roads, 
bridges) and analyze patterns of 
movement and settlement in the 
United States.  

 

SS-05-4.1.2 Students will use 
geographic tools to locate and describe 
major landforms, bodies of water, 
places and objects in the United States 
by their absolute location.  

Review: 
 Five Themes of Geography (Region, Location, 

Place, Human/Environment Interaction, 

Movement)  

 Use a variety of maps to find location (Physical, 

Political, etc.)  

 Map Symbols 

 Use longitude and latitude to find location 

 Compass Rose  

 Cardinal Direction 

 Intermediate Direction  

 Hemispheres 

 Equator 

 Prime Meridian 

 

CLTs:  
 I can use geographic tools to identify major 

physical characteristics of the U.S. 

 I can use geographic tools to identify the absolute 

location of landforms, bodies of water, places, and 

objects in the United States.  

 I can describe the five themes of geography 

 I can recognize that there are different regions in 

the United States by their geographic features. 

 I can use geographic tools to locate regions of the 

U.S. and describe their physical characteristics.  

 I can use the five themes of geography to locate and 

describe places in the U.S. 

 I can distinguish between absolute and relative 

location on a map. 

Geography/Map Skills Unit: 

-Absolute & Relative Location 

-Five Themes of Geography  

-Longitude and Latitude 

-Various types of Maps (Physical, Political, 

Elevation, Relief, Thematic) 

 Compass Rose  

 Cardinal Direction 

 Intermediate Direction  

 Hemispheres 

 Equator 

 Prime Meridian 

 

 

Geography Pacing Guide  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.covington.kyschools.us/userfiles/607/My%20Files/Social%20Studies%20Curriculum/SS%20Links%20for%20Curriculum/Social%20Studies%20Outline%20Grade%205-Geography.pdf?id=3295


 I can use geographic tools to gather information 

about locations. 
 

United States Geography 

Geography 

SS-05-4.1.1 Students will use 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, charts, 
graphs) to identify natural resources 
and other physical characteristics (e.g., 
major landforms, major bodies of 
water, weather, climate, roads, 
bridges) and analyze patterns of 
movement and settlement in the 
United States.  

 

SS-05-4.1.2 Students will use 
geographic tools to locate and describe 
major landforms, bodies of water, 
places and objects in the United States 
by their absolute location.  

 

SS-05-4.1.3 Students will describe how 
different factors (e.g. rivers, 
mountains) influence where human 
activities were/are located in the 
United States. 

 

SS-05-4.4.3 Students will describe how 
individuals/groups may have different 
perspectives about the use of land 
(e.g., farming, industrial, residential, 
recreational). 

Five Regions of The United States: 
 Landforms 

 Location 

 Mental maps 

 Decisions about where to locate 

 Climate 

 Natural resources 

 Human Characteristics 

 Physical Characteristics  

 

 

 
CLTs:  
 I can use geographic tools to identify natural 

resources in different regions of the U.S. 

 I can identify geographic features of a region. 

 I can identify physical characteristics of the region. 

 I can recognize that there are different regions in 

the United States by their geographic features. 

 I can use geographic tools to locate regions of the 

U.S. and describe their physical characteristics.  

 I can use the five themes of geography to locate and 

describe places in the U.S. 

 

Map Skills Unit Ideas:  
-Make a poster of landforms 

-Relate current events and geographic issues to 

regions studied 

-Plan advertising project for industries in that 

region 

-Create Continent Map: hands-on activity 

-Maps Kids Discover Magazine-interactive 

-Identify unique cultures within regions 

 

 

Extended Response: 
Geography: Map 

Skills  

 

 

 

 

Map Skills 

Assessment 

(Summative): 
Multiple 

Choice/Extended 

Response 

 

 



Big Idea 

UNIT 2: FIRST AMERICANS  
Cultures and Societies 
Culture is the way of life shared by a group of people, including their ideas and traditions. Cultures reflect the values and beliefs of groups in different ways 
(e.g., art, music, literature, religion); however, there are universals connecting all cultures. Culture influences viewpoints, rules, and institutions in a global 
society. Students should understand that people form cultural groups throughout the United States and the World, and that issues and challenges unite and 
divide them. 

 

Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1. How and why did the first people come to the Americas? 

2. Why did they settle where they did? 

      3.   What cultures did these early people create? 
 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

First Americans Unit 

 

*Early Civilizations of 

North America 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Review:  

 What are Primary and Secondary Resources?  

Native American Culture 

 Land Bridge 

 Migration 

 Artifacts 

 Prehistoric  

 Native Americans 

 Shelter 

 Agriculture 

 Language 

 Foods 

 Clothing 

 Cultural differences of tribes 

 Traditions 

 Social groups 

 Cultural Institutions 

 Diversity 

 Economics systems 

 Scarcity 

 How did the land influence life? 

 What natural resources were available? 

 Use primary and secondary sources to study the 

history 

 

 

 

 

-Native American Cooperative Group 

Project: research a Native American culture and 

present findings to the class using videos, 

posters, demonstrations, PowerPoint, food, or 

dramatization 

-Artifact Activity-hands-on 

-Create a diorama of a culture 

-Native American Kids Discover Magazine-

interactive 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

Extended 

Response/ICN:  

Native American 

Homes 

 

 



Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, maps, timeline) to 
describe significant events in the 
history of the U.S. and interpret 
different perspectives. 
 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-05-2.1.1 Students will identify early 
cultures (e.g., English, Spanish, French, 
West African) in the United States and 
analyze their similarities and 
differences. 
 
SS-05-2.2.1 Students will describe social 
institutions (government, economy, 
education, religion, family) in the 
United States and explain their role in 
the growth and development of the 
nation. 
 
SS-05-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict) 
that occurred between diverse groups 
(e.g., Native Americans, European 
Explorers, English colonists, British 
Parliament) in the history of the United 
States. 
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.3.1 Students will give examples 
of markets in different periods of U.S. 
History (Colonization, Expansion, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present) and explain similarities and 
differences. 
 
SS-05-3.4.1 Students will describe 
production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services in 
the history of the U.S. (Colonization, 

CLTs: 

 I can define and give examples of primary sources. 

 I can define and give examples of secondary 

sources. 

 I can explain why a variety of tools are necessary to 

understand a historical event. 

 

 

 I can identify elements of culture in Native- 

American groups. 

 I can analyze the similarities and differences in 

Native American tribes. 

 I can explain a cause of the diversity of cultures 

that exists in the U.S. today.   

 

 

 I can identify early Native-American cultures in the 

United States. 

 I can identify the impact of Native-American 

cultures on the United States. 

 I can describe social institutions (e.g., government, 

economy, education, religion, family) in Native-

American cultures. 

 

 

 

 I can describe conflicts that occurred between 

Native Americans and explorers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how Native Americans exchanged 

goods and services. 

 I can describe the distribution of goods between 

Europe and the Americas during the early settlement 

of the U.S.    

 

 
 
 I can identify different methods Native Americans 

used for exchanging goods and services. 

 I can explain how availability of resources 

impacted the production of goods and services. 

 



Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present). 
 
SS-05-3.4.2 Students will describe how 
new knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase/increased 
productivity in the U.S. (Colonization, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present). 
 
Geography 
SS-05-4.1.1 Students will use 
geographic tools (e.g., maps, charts, 
graphs) to identify natural resources 
and other physical characteristics (e.g., 
major landforms, major bodies of 
water, weather, climate, roads, 
bridges) and analyze patterns of 
movement and settlement in the 
United States. 
 
SS-05-4.3.1 Students will explain 
patterns of human settlement in the 
early development of the United States 
and explain how these patterns were 
influenced by physical characteristics 
(e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of 
water). 
 
SS-05-4.4.1  Students will explain and 
give examples of how people adapted 
to/modified the physical environment 
(e.g., natural resources, physical 
geography, natural disasters) to meet 
their needs during the history of the 
U.S. (colonization, expansion) and 
analyze the impact on their 
environment. 
 
SS-05-4.4.3 Students will describe how 
individuals/groups may have different 
perspectives about the use of land 
(e.g., farming, industrial, residential, 
recreation). 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can locate on a map the regions of North America 

where Native-American groups settled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can predict where people settled in the Americas 

based on physical characteristics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain and give examples of how Native 

Americans adapted to the physical environment to 

meet their needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can compare the way of life of Native Americans 

in the past to their way of life today (communication, 

technology, transportation, and education). 

 I can explain the perspective of Native-American 

cultures about the use of land. 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify cause-effect relationship of people 

settling in particular locations. 



 

 

Big Idea 

UNIT 3: EXPLORATION  
 
Cultures and Societies 
Students will 

demonstrate an understanding of culture and cultural elements (e.g., beliefs, traditions, languages, skills, literature, the arts) of diverse groups: 
o investigate cultural similarities and differences of diverse groups (e.g., English, French, Spanish and Dutch Colonists, West Africans, Immigrants 

of the 1800’s) during the early development of the United States 
o research the contributions of diverse groups to the culture (e.g., beliefs, traditions, literature, the arts) of the United States today 
o investigate factors that promoted cultural diversity in the history of the United States 

examine social institutions (e.g., family, religion, education, government, economy) in the United States and explain their functions 
describe conflicts that occurred among and between diverse groups (e.g., Native Americans and the early Explorers, Native Americans and the 

Colonists, the British Government and the English Colonists, Native Americans and the U.S. Government) during the settlement of the United States; 
explain the causes of these conflicts and the outcomes 

             describe causes of conflicts between individuals and/or groups today and give examples of how to resolve them peacefully 

Historical Perspective 
History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through multiple perspectives. In order for students to 
understand the present and plan for the future, they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, 
accomplishments, and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns 
and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States, and the World. 

 

*Essential Questions: 

1.  Which European explorers came and why did they come? 

2.  Where did they explore and settle? 

3.  How did those cultures interact with one another? 

4.  What conflicts arose and how were they resolved? 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

Exploration Unit 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Age of Exploration 

 Effects of trade on exploration (market, supply, 

demand, barter, money system, scarcity) 

 Asia 

 Europe 

 Africa 

 Eastern Hemisphere culture 

 Countries: 
 Spain 

 Portugal 

 England 

 Netherlands 

-Vikings video-United Streaming 

-Kids Discover: Explorers Magazine 

-Hands-on activity: Life Aboard a Ship (using 

food) 

-Compare maps from the time of explorers to 

present day maps. 

-Construct timelines 

-Research exploration by specific countries and 

present to the class in small groups 

-Create a map using various explorers-WTL 

Columbus 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, maps, timeline) to 
describe significant events in the 
history of the U.S. and interpret 
different perspectives. 
 
SS-04-5.2.3 Students will compare 
change over time in communication, 
technology, transportation, and 
education in Kentucky.   
 

SS-05-5.2.4 Students will describe 

significant historical events in each 

of the broad historical periods and 

eras in U.S. history (Colonization 

and Settlement, Revolution and a 

New Nation, Expansion and 

Conflict, Industrialization and 

Immigration, Twentieth Century to 

Present) and explain cause and 

effect relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explorers: 

 Erikson 

 Drake 

 Cortes 

 Pizarro 

 Magellan 

 Columbus 

 DeSoto 

 Hudson 

 Champlain 

 Cabot 

Geography 

 Effect of technology on settlement 

 Mountains: barriers and protection 

 Rivers:  Barriers and transportation 

 
CLTs: 

 I can use primary and secondary sources to 

describe significant events during the Age of 

Exploration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can compare the change in technology during the 

Age of Exploration.  

 

 

 

 I can identify changes in technology and how they 

affected the Age of Exploration. 

 

 I can explain reasons why explorers came to 

America. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extended 

Response/ICN: 

 Reasons for 

Exploration 

 



Economics 
SS-05-3.1.1 Students will define basic 
economic terms related to scarcity 
(e.g., opportunity cost, wants and 
needs, limited productive resources-
natural, human, capital) and explain 
that scarcity requires people to make 
economic choices and incur 
opportunity costs.  
 

SS-05-3.3.1 Students will give examples 
of markets in different periods of 
history (Colonization, Expansion, 
Industrialism, Twentieth Century to 
Present) and explain similarities and 
differences. 

 
Cultures and Societies 
SS-05-2.1.1 Students will identify early 
cultures (English, Spanish, French, 
West African) in the United States and 
analyze their similarities and 
differences. 
 
 
SS-05-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interaction 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict) 
that occurred between diverse groups 
(e.g., Native Americans, European 
explorers, English colonists, British 
Parliament) in the history of the United 
States. 
 
Geography 
SS-05-4.1.2 Students will use 
geographic tools to locate and describe 
major landforms, bodies of water, 
places, and objects in the United States 
by their absolute location. 
 
 
 

 I can explain the effects of scarcity during the Age 

of Exploration. 

 

 I can describe how scarcity motivated people to 

explore other regions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe trade routes that developed in Africa 

and Asia. 

 I can identify economic reasons for European 

exploration in America. 

 I can describe how profit motivated the slave trade. 

 

 

 I can identify early cultures that settled in North 

America. 

 I can describe how explorers interacted with the 

people in the regions they explored. 

 I can describe how exploration and trade 

introduced people to a variety of cultures. 

 

 

 

 I can describe how explorers interacted with the 

people in the regions they explored. 

 I can describe how exploration and trade 

introduced people to a variety of cultures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe geographic barriers (e.g., crossing 

the Atlantic Ocean) to exploration. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SS-05-4.3.1 Students will explain 
patterns of human settlement in the 
early development of the United States 
and explain how these patterns were 
influenced by physical characteristics 
(e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of 
water). 
 
SS-05-4.4.2 Students will describe how 
the physical environment (e.g., 
mountains as barriers or protection, 
rivers as barriers or transportation) 
both promoted and restricted human 
activities during the early settlement of 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 I can identify the routes of early explorers on a 

map. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how people and products were 

moved across the Atlantic. 

 

 



Big Idea 

UNIT 4: COLONIZATION  

 
*Essential Questions: 

1.  Which European settlers came and why did they come? 

2.  How did those cultures interact with one another? 

3.  What conflicts arose and how were they resolved? 

4.  How were the first colonies in America formed? 

5.  How did life in the colonies lead to the founding of the United States?  

6.  How were the first colonies in America formed? 

7.  How did life in the colonies lead to the founding of the United States? 

Specific Content Area 
 

Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs Activities/Resources Assessments 

Colonization Unit 

 
Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.2.2 
Students will explain reasons (e.g., 
freedoms, opportunities, fleeing 
negative situations) immigrants came 
to America long ago (Colonization and 
Settlement, Industrialization and 
Immigration, Twentieth Century to 
Present) and compare with why 
immigrants come to America today.  
 
SS-05-5.1.1 
Students will use a variety of primary 
and secondary sources (e.g., artifacts, 
diaries, maps, timelines) to describe 
significant events in the history of the 
U.S. and interpret different 
perspectives.  
 
SS-05-5.2.1 
Students will identify historical 
documents, selected readings and 
speeches (e.g., Mayflower Compact, 
Emancipation Proclamation, Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s speech: I Have a Dream) 
and explain their historical significance.  
Government 

 Vocabulary: See Colonial America Pacing 

Guide 

 Triangular Trade  

 Colonial Economy 

 

 

 

CLTs: 

 I can identify and explain the similarities and 

differences between early English colonies 

(Jamestown and Plymouth).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can use primary sources to explain the 

significance of the Mayflower Compact.   I can 

explain the basic principles of democracy (self-

government) found in the Mayflower Compact and 

identify the lawmaking bodies in the early English 

colonies (House of Burgesses).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Kids Discover Magazine: Colonial America 

 Mayflower Compact and the House of 

Burgesses. 

  

 Extension Activity: Colonial Times 

Newsletter 

  

 

 

 

 

Colonial America Pacing Guide 

 
 

 
 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

Extended 

Response/ICN:  

Jamestown and 

Plymouth-

similarities and 

differences 

 

../Social%20Studies%202014-15/Grade%205-Colonial%20America%20Pacing%20Guide.pdf
../Social%20Studies%202014-15/Grade%205-Colonial%20America%20Pacing%20Guide.pdf


SS-05-1.3.1 
Students will explain the basic 
principles of democracy (e.g., justice, 
equality, responsibility, freedom) 
found in significant U.S. historical 
documents (Declaration of 
Independence, U. S. Constitution, Bill 
of Rights) and analyze why they are 
important to citizens today.  
 
 
 
 
Culture and Societies 
SS-05-2.1.1 
Students will identify early cultures 
(e.g., English, Spanish, French, West 
African) in the United States and 
analyze their similarities and 
differences.  
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.3.1 
Students will give examples of markets 
in different periods of U.S. History 
(Colonization, Expansion, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present) and explain similarities and 
differences.  
 
 
 
Geography 
SS-05-4.4.2 
Students will describe how the physical 
environment (e.g., mountains as 
barriers for protection, rivers as 
barriers of transportation) both 
promoted and restricted human 
activities during the early settlement of 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion).  
 
 
Culture and Societies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify early cultures (French and Dutch) in 

the New World and analyze their similarities and 

differences.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how the physical environment of 

New England both promoted and limited human 

activities during Colonization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SS-05-2.3.1 
Students will describe various forms of 
interactions (compromise, 
cooperation, conflict) that occurred 
between diverse groups (e.g., Native 
Americans, European Explorers, English 
colonists, British Parliament) in the 
history of the United States.  
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.1.1 
Students will describe scarcity and 
explain how scarcity required people in 
different periods in the U.S. 
(Colonization, Expansion, Twentieth 
Century to Present) to make economic 
choices (e.g., use of productive 
resources- natural, human, capital) and 
incur opportunity costs.   
 
Government 

SS-05-1.1.2 Students will explain and 
give examples of how democratic 
governments function (by making, 
enacting and enforcing laws) to 
promote the “common good” (e.g., 
public smoking ban, speed limits, seat 
belt requirements). 
 
 
 
Geography 
SS-05-4.4.2 
Students will describe how the physical 
environment (e.g., mountains as 
barriers for protection, rivers as 
barriers of transportation) both 
promoted and restricted human 
activities during the early settlement of 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion).  
 
 
 
Culture and Societies  

 

 

 I can describe how various forms of interactions 

(compromise, cooperation, conflict) occurred 

between the English settlers of New England and the 

Native Americans.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how scarce resources in the colonies 

led colonists to make difficult decisions about how to 

meet their needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify the lawmaking bodies in early 

English colonies (Mayflower Compact).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how the physical environment of the 

Middle Colonies both promoted and limited human 

activities during Colonization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SS-05-2.3.1 
Students will describe various forms of 
interactions (compromise, 
cooperation, conflict) that occurred 
between diverse groups (e.g., Native 
Americans, European Explorers, English 
colonists, British Parliament) in the 
history of the United States.  
 
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.1.1 
Students will describe scarcity and 
explain how scarcity required people in 
different periods in the U.S. 
(Colonization, Expansion, Twentieth 
Century to Present) to make economic 
choices (e.g., use of productive 
resources- natural, human, capital) and 
incur opportunity costs.   
 
Government  
SS-05-1.1.2 
Students will explain and give examples 
of how democratic governments 
function (by making, enacting and 
enforcing laws) to promote the 
“common good” (e.g., public smoking 
ban, speed limits, seat belt 
requirements). 
 

Geography 
SS-05-4.4.2 
Students will describe how the physical 
environment (e.g., mountains as 
barriers for protection, rivers as 
barriers of transportation) both 
promoted and restricted human 
activities during the early settlement of 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion).  
 
 
 
Culture and Societies 

 

 I can describe how various forms of interactions 

(compromise, cooperation, conflict) occurred 

between the English settlers of New England and the 

Native Americans.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how scarce resources in the colonies 

led colonists to make difficult decisions about how to 

meet their needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify the lawmaking bodies in early 

English colonies (House of Burgesses, etc.).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how the physical environment of the 

Southern Colonies both promoted and limited human 

activities during Colonization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SS-05-2.3.1 
Students will describe various forms of 
interactions (compromise, 
cooperation, conflict) that occurred 
between diverse groups (e.g., Native 
Americans, European Explorers, English 
colonists, British Parliament) in the 
history of the United States.  
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.1.1 
Students will describe scarcity and 
explain how scarcity required people in 
different periods in the U.S. 
(Colonization, Expansion, Twentieth 
Century to Present) to make economic 
choices (e.g., use of productive 
resources- natural, human, capital) and 
incur opportunity costs.   
 
Government 
SS-05-1.1.2 
Students will explain and give examples 
of how democratic governments 
function (by making, enacting and 
enforcing laws) to promote the 
“common good” (e.g., public smoking 
ban, speed limits, seat belt 
requirements). 
 
Geography 
SS-05-4.4.2 
Students will describe how the physical 
environment (e.g., mountains as 
barriers for protection, rivers as 
barriers of transportation) both 
promoted and restricted human 
activities during the early settlement of 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion).  
 
 
 
 
Culture and Societies 

 

 I can describe how various forms of interactions 

(compromise, cooperation, conflict) occurred 

between the English settlers of the Southern 

Colonies and the Native Americans.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how scarce resources in the colonies 

led colonists to make difficult decisions about how to 

meet their needs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify the lawmaking bodies in early 

English colonies (House of Burgesses, etc.).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can compare the colonial regions (New England, 

Middle, and Southern).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SS-05-2.3.1 
Students will describe various forms of 
interactions (compromise, 
cooperation, conflict) that occurred 
between diverse groups (e.g., Native 
Americans, European Explorers, English 
colonists, British Parliament) in the 
history of the United States.  
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.1.1 
Students will describe scarcity and 
explain how scarcity required people in 
different periods in the U.S. 
(Colonization, Expansion, Twentieth 
Century to Present) to make economic 
choices (e.g., use of productive 
resources- natural, human, capital) and 
incur opportunity costs.   
 
Government 
SS-05-1.3.1 
Students will explain the basic 
principles of democracy (e.g., justice, 
equality, responsibility, freedom) 
found in significant U.S. historical 
documents (Declaration of 
Independence, U. S. Constitution, Bill 
of Rights) and analyze why they are 
important to citizens today.  

 

 

 I can explain how characteristics of the physical 

environment impacted/influenced early American 

settlers.  

 I can identify how cultures influenced life in the 

colonies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify economic reasons for colonies to 

develop specialized economic activities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can analyze how democratic principles are/are not 

reflected in the establishment of early colonies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Big Idea 

UNIT 5: FOUNDATIONS OF FREEDOM 
Government & Civics 
The study of government and civics equips students to understand the nature of government and the unique characteristics of American representative 
democracy, including its fundamental principles, structure and the role of citizens. Understanding the historical development of structures of power, authority 
and governance and their evolving functions in contemporary U.S. society and other parts of the world is essential for developing civic competence. An 
understanding of civic ideals and practices of citizenship is critical to full participation in society and is a central purpose of the social studies. 

 

*Essential Questions for this Unit:  
1. Why did the colonies want to separate from Great Britain? 

2. What were the major events of the American Revolution? 

3. Why do we have a Republic and how is it organized? 

 

Specific Content Area Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

Foundations of Freedom Unit 
 

American Revolution 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Events Leading to the Revolutionary War 

 Causes and effects of the French and Indian 

War 

 Economic systems in the Colonies 

 British actions against the colonists (i.e., 

Proclamation of 1763, taxation, Stamp Act, 

Intolerable Acts, Boston Massacre) 

 “Join or Die” Cartoon 

 Patrick Henry “Give Me Liberty or Give Me 

Death” 

 First Continental Congress 

 Significant people (i.e., George Washington, 

Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 

Jefferson) 

 Loyalists 

 Patriots 

 Second Continental Congress 

 Declaration Independence 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Kids Discover American Revolution Magazine 

-Loyalists and Patriots Debate 

-Kids Discover 1776 Magazine 

-Read Johnny Tremain and relate the issues to 

the study of history (watch video also) 

-Create a timeline of George Washington’s life, 

causes of the Revolution, Battles of the War 

-Play on George Washington 

-Reenact significant events (Boston Tea Party, 

Paul Revere’s Ride, Boston Massacre) 

 

  

-Read out of anthology book: Thomas Paine’s 

Common Sense, Longfellow’s Midnight Ride of 

Paul Revere) 

 

-Analyze the Boston Tea Party as an economic 

conflict 

 

-Extension Activity: Colonial Times Newsletter 

 

 
   

 

 
 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

ICN Entry:  

“Join or Die” 

 
American 

Revolution 

Assessment 

(Summative): 
Multiple 

Choice/Extended 

Response 

 

 

 



Culture and Societies 
SS-05-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interaction 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict) 
that occurred between diverse groups 
(e.g., Native Americans, European 
explorers, English colonists, British 
Parliament) in the history of the United 
States. 
 
SS-05-2.3.2 Students will give examples 
of conflicts between individuals or 
groups and describe appropriate 
conflict resolution strategies (e.g., 
compromise, cooperation, 
communication). 
 
 
Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, maps, timelines) to 
describe significant events in the 
history of the U.S. and interpret 
different perspectives. 
 
 
 
 
 
SS-05-5.2.4 Students will describe 
significant historical events in each of 
the broad historical periods and eras in 
U.S. history (Colonization and 
Settlement, Revolution and a New 
Nation, Expansion and Conflict, 
Industrialization and Immigration, 
Twentieth Century to Present) and 
explain cause and effect relationships. 
 
 
 
 
 

CLTs:  

 I can define and identify perspectives of Loyalists 

and Patriots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain the positives and negatives of using 

negotiation and compromise to solve conflicts. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe the Quartering Act from both the 

Loyalist and Patriot perspectives. 

 I can describe the Boston Massacre from a Loyalist 

or Patriot perspective. 

 I can explain how dissent from colonists was 

justified or not justified during the Boston Tea Party. 

 I can describe how local militias and the 

Continental Army were both used as forms of dissent 

to protect the rights of colonists. 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain the events and actions that led to the 

Revolutionary War. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Government 

Assessment 

(Summative): 
Multiple 

Choice/Extended 

Response 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Economics 
SS-05-3.1.1 Students will describe 
scarcity and explain how scarcity 
required people in different periods in 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion, 
Twentieth Century to Present) to make 
economic choices (e.g., use of 
productive resources – natural, human, 
capital) and incur opportunity costs. 
 
Government 
SS-05-1.1.2 Students will explain and 
give examples of ways that democratic 
governments function (by making, 
enacting, and enforcing laws) to 
promote the common good (e.g., 
public smoking ban, speed limits, seat 
belt requirements). 
 
SS-05-1.3.1 Students will explain the 
basic principles of democracy (e.g., 
justice, equality, responsibility, 
freedom) found in significant U.S. 
historical documents (Declaration of 
Independence, U.S. Constitution, Bill of 
Rights) and analyze why they are 
important to citizens today. 
 
 
 

The War Begins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cultures and Societies 

 I can describe how colonists felt about paying 

taxes, from a Loyalist and a Patriot perspective. 

 I can explain how the economy of the colonists 

was interwoven with the economy of the British. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain why colonists wanted the government 

to function like a democracy. 

 I can explain why the colonists felt the need to 

unite as one instead of working as individual states to 

protect their rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain the impact the Declaration of 

Independence had on colonies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The War Begins 

 Lexington and Concord 

 Paul Revere’s Midnight Ride 

 Battle of Bunker Hill 

 Ethan Hale  

 Civilians Role in the War (including women 

and African-Americans) 

 Major Battles of the American Revolution 

 Significant people (i.e., George Washington, 

Thomas Paine, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas 

Jefferson, Benedict Arnold, Molly Pitcher) 

 

 

 



SS-05-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interaction 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict) 
that occurred between diverse groups 
(e.g., Native Americans, European 
explorers, English colonists, British 
Parliament) in the history of the United 
States. 
 
Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, maps, timelines) to 
describe significant events in the 
history of the U.S. and interpret 
different perspectives. 
 
S-05-5.2.4 Students will describe 
significant historical events in each of 
the broad historical periods and eras in 
U.S. history (Colonization and 
Settlement, Revolution and a New 
Nation, Expansion and Conflict, 
Industrialization and Immigration, 
Twentieth Century to Present) and 
explain cause and effect relationships 

CLTs:  

 I can describe how the Revolutionary War was 

impacted by significant individuals and groups (e.g., 

Sons of Liberty, Paul Revere, George Washington, 

John Adams). 

 I can describe events/actions that occurred during 

the Revolutionary War. 

 I can explain cause-and-effect relationships of 

events/actions that occurred during the 

Revolutionary War. 

Foundations of Freedom Unit 
 

A New Nation:  
Early U.S. Government 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Government 

 Articles of Confederation 

 Constitution (Bill of Rights, Branches of 

government, Levels of government, Checks 

and Balances) 

 Purpose and function of governments 

 Purpose of a Democracy  

 Rights and Responsibilities of citizens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLTs:  

Government & Civics Lessons (cool board 

game idea): 

 http://www.cyberlearning-

world.com/lessons/civics/lp.bill_to_law.htm 

 

Kids Discover: How America Works 

Kids Discover: The Constitution 

 

-Create a chart that shows the system of checks 

and balances in a home or school 

-Conduct mock meetings to create school rules  

-List rights and responsibilities a person should 

have in a school setting 

-Recreate situations that have motivated 

Supreme Court decisions 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

Government 

Assessment 

(Summative): 
Multiple 

Choice/Extended 

Response 

 

http://www.cyberlearning-world.com/lessons/civics/lp.bill_to_law.htm
http://www.cyberlearning-world.com/lessons/civics/lp.bill_to_law.htm


SS-05-1.1.1 Students will describe the 
basic purposes of the U.S. Government 
as defined in the Preamble to the U.S. 
Constitution (to establish justice, to 
ensure domestic tranquility, to provide 
for the common defense, to promote 
the general welfare, to secure the 
blessings of liberty); give examples of 
services the U.S. Government provides 
(e.g., armed forces, interstate 
highways, national parks) and analyze 
the importance of these services to 
citizens today. 
 
SS-05-1.1.2 Students will explain and 
give examples of how democratic 
governments function (by making, 
enacting and enforcing laws) to 
promote the “common good” (e.g., 
public smoking ban, speed limits, seat 
belt requirements). 
 
SS-05-1.3.1 Students will explain the 
basic principles of democracy (e.g., 
justice, equality, responsibility, 
freedom) found in significant U.S. 
historical documents (Declaration of 
Independence, U. S. Constitution, Bill 
of Rights) and analyze why they are 
important to citizens today. 
 
SS-05-1.2.1 Students will identify the 
three branches of the U.S. Government 
explain the basic duties of each branch 
(executive-enforce the laws, legislative- 
make the laws, judicial- interpret the 
laws) and identify important 
national/federal offices/leaders, 
(President, Vice-President, Congress, 
House, Senate, U.S. Senators, 
U.S. Representatives, U.S. Supreme 
Court, judges) associated with each 
branch. 
 

 I can explain how a democracy gives citizens a 

voice in government. 

 I can identify and describe the basic purposes of 

government found in the Preamble to the U.S. 

Constitution. 

 I can give examples of services that promote the 

common good and are provided by the U.S. 

Government and explain their significance to citizens 

today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe the basic principles of justice, 

equality, responsibility, and freedom found in the 

Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, 

and the Bill of Rights. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain some of the weaknesses within the 

Articles of Confederation (e.g. government could not 

collect taxes, no president, each state was a country 

unto itself). 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify the three branches of the U.S. 

Government and their leaders and explain the 

responsibilities of each branch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SS-05-1.2.2 Students will explain why 
the framers of the Constitution felt it 
was important to establish a 
government where powers are shared 
across different levels (local, state, 
national/federal) and branches 
(executive, legislative, judicial).  
 
SS-05-1.3.2 Students will describe 
specific rights and responsibilities 
individuals have as citizens of the 
United States (e.g., voting in national 
elections) and explain why civic 
engagement is necessary to preserve a 
democratic society. 
 
 
SS-05-5.2.1 Students will identify 
historical documents, selected 
readings and speeches (e.g., 
Mayflower Compact, Emancipation 
Proclamation, Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
speech: I Have a Dream) and explain 
their historical significance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain why framers of the Constitution 

wanted to separate and balance power across levels 

and branches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain why voting in elections and other 

forms of civic engagement are important to preserve 

a democratic society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain why the Constitution and the Bill of 

Rights are historically significant and still significant 

today (e.g., freedoms, rights and responsibilities of 

citizens). 

 

 



Big Idea 
UNIT 6: WESTWARD EXPANSION & INDUSTRIALIZATION 
Economics 
Economics includes the study of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. Students need to understand how their economic decisions 
affect them, others, and the nation as a whole. The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own personal 
lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students need to understand the benefits and costs of economic 
interaction and interdependence among people, societies, and governments. 

 

Historical Perspective 
History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through multiple perspectives. In order for students to 
understand the present and plan for the future, they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, 
accomplishments, and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns 
and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States, and the World. 

 

*Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1.  Why did people move west? 

2.  What inventions created change in the United States? 

3.  What conflicts arose and how were they resolved? 

4. How did American life change during this era? 

Specific Content Area Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

Westward Expansion  

 
A Young Republic-Early United 
States 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A young Nation 

 People (Daniel Boone, Lewis and Clark, 

Sacagawea) 

 Thomas Jefferson 

 Manifest Destiny 

 Louisiana Purchase 

 The Wilderness Road 

 Conflict/competition 

 Compromise/cooperation  

 War of 1812 

 The Guerriere 

 War Hawks  

 Henry Clay 

 James Madison 

 Fort McHenry-The Star-Spangled Banner-

national anthem 

 Francis Scott Key 

 Battle of New Orleans (Andrew Jackson) 

 The Era of Good Feelings 

 Andrew Jackson “Old Hickory” 

 John Quincy Adams 

 Overview: After Washington’s Presidency—

John Adams—Thomas Jefferson 

 Jefferson’s desire for Manifest Destiny 

 Lewis and Clark:   

    -Who were they?    

   -How did their journey begin?    

 -Why did Jefferson have them go on the 

expedition? 

 Kids Discover Lewis & Clark Magazine with 

questions 

 Westward Expansion Map—give overview 

(students will complete this as they go 

through the Unit) 

 Pioneers (Daniel Boone, the Wilderness Road, 

Pioneer Roads East of the Mississippi) 

 Thinking About the Way West/Jefferson’s 

Presidency 

-Play Oregon Trail on the computer 

-Create a Westward Expansion Map, which 

shows routes that people would take when 

moving west and routes of transportation in the 

1800’s 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICN:  

Lewis and Clark 



 

 

 
Geography 
SS-05-4.4.3 Students will describe how 
individuals/groups may have different 
perspectives about the use of land 
(e.g., farming, industrial, residential, 
recreational). 
 
 
SS-05-4.4.2 Students will describe how 
the physical environment (e.g., 
mountains as barriers or protection, 
rivers as barriers or transportation) 
both promoted and restricted human 
activities during the early settlement of 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion). 
 
 
Culture and Societies 
SS-05-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict) 
that occurred between diverse groups 
(e.g., Native Americans, European 
Explorers, English colonists, British 
Parliament) in the history of the United 
States. 
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.2.1 Students will explain how 
profits motivated 
individuals/businesses in the U.S. 
(Expansion, Industrialization) to take 
risks in producing goods and services. 
 
Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, maps, timelines) to 
describe significant events in the 

 Indian Removal Act  

 Trail of Tears 

 Cherokee 

 

CLTs:  

 I can describe how Lewis and Clark overcame 

geographical boundaries to explore the Western 

United States. 

 I can describe the importance of rivers during the 

early history of the United States. 

 

 

 I can describe how physical environment led to the 

settlement of the Western United States. 

 I can explain how settlers and Native Americans 

had different views of how best to use the land and 

resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how Lewis and Clark interacted with 

Native Americans during the exploration of the 

Louisiana Purchase territory. 

 I can describe how the removal of Native 

Americans from their land caused conflict (i.e., Trail 

of Tears). 

 

 

 

 

 I can give examples of how the Louisiana Purchase 

led to the expansion of trade and benefited the United 

States. 

 I can describe how living on the frontier (i.e., 

farming on frontier, mining, ranching) was a 

potentially dangerous way to make money. 

 

 

 I can use primary and secondary sources to 

describe how and why Daniel Boone guided pioneers 

into the frontier. 

 I can describe how the Louisiana Purchase opened 

up the Western United States. 

 

-Create a list of supplies your family would need 

to travel west 

-Write a journal entry for one of the characters 

on the Lewis and Clark trail 

-Kids Discover Native American Magazine 

-Kids Discover Lewis and Clark Magazine and 

Questions 

 

 

ReadWorks: Sacagawea 
 

5th Grade Social Studies Pacing Guide 
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history of the U.S. and interpret 
different perspectives. 
 
SS-05-5.2.2 Students will explain 
reasons (e.g., freedoms, opportunities, 
fleeing negative situations) immigrants 
came to America long ago 
(Colonization and Settlement, 
Industrialization and Immigration, 
Twentieth Century to Present) and 
compare with why immigrants come to 
America today. 
 
SS-05-5.2.3 Students will compare 
change over time (Colonization, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present) in communication, 
technology, transportation and 
education. 
 
SS-05-5.2.4 Students will describe 
significant historical events in each of 
the broad historical periods and eras in 
U.S. history (Colonization and 
Settlement, Revolution and a New 
Nation, Expansion and Conflict, 
Industrialization and Immigration, 
Twentieth Century to Present) and 
explain cause and effect relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe reasons (i.e., land, riches, religion) 

pioneers moved to the Western United States. 

 I can explain two reasons why immigrants came to 

the United States for land and opportunities during 

the expansion of the west. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how the movement of settlers caused 

conflicts with Native Americans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain the significance of Manifest Destiny. 

 

 

 

Industrialization Unit 
 

Industrialism: 
A Changing Nation 

 
 

*Roads, Rivers, & Rails 
 
 

 
*Moving to Texas 

*The Mexican-American War 

*Western Trails-Oregon, 

Mormon 
 

 People (i.e., Eli Whitney, Cyrus McCormick, 

John Deere, Robert Fulton, Samuel Slater) 

 Railroads 

 Canals 

 Industrial Revolution 

 Factories 

 Inventions 

 The Alamo 

 Mexican-American War 

 Pioneers Trails 

 Conestoga Wagons 

 Oregon Trail 

 The Mormon Trail 

 Oregon Trail 

 Gold Rush 

 Roads, Rivers, & Rails— 

 Erie Canal: Transportation changes (flatboat to 

steamboats, canals, railroads) Song-“Erie 

Canal” 

Industrial Revolution Stations (lesson 

description in binder) 2 days: Kids Discover 

Magazine: Industrial Revolution-- Working 

Conditions: Songs-“Peg & Awl” and “Four 

Pence a Day, Industrial Rev Website, 

Comparing Children’s Lives Past and Present  

(Write to Learn Activity) 
 Overview-Moving to Texas—the Alamo 

 Songs: “Texas and the Mexican War” 

 War with Mexico-Texas gains independence 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

-Westward 

Expansion and 



 
 
 

*Western Trails-California Gold 

Rush, Pony Express, 

Transcontinental Railroad 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Geography 
SS-05-4.4.3 Students will describe how 
individuals/groups may have different 
perspectives about the use of land 
(e.g., farming, industrial, residential, 
recreational). 

 

 
SS-05-4.4.2 Students will describe how 
the physical environment (e.g., 
mountains as barriers or protection, 
rivers as barriers or transportation) 
both promoted and restricted human 
activities during the early settlement of 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion). 

 
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.2.1 Students will explain how 
profits motivated 
individuals/businesses in the U.S. 
(Expansion, Industrialization) to take 
risks in producing goods and services. 

 
 
 
 
 

 Economic impact of this time 

 Conflict and competition /Compromise and 

cooperation 

* People (i.e. President James K. Polk, Davy 

Crockett, Jim Bowie, Zachary Taylor, Brigham 

Young) 

 California Gold Rush 

 Sutter’s Mill  

 The California Trail  

 The Pony Express  

 Transcontinental Railroad 

 Central Pacific Railroad 

 Union Pacific 

 Immigrants  

 Alaska/Hawaii 

 

CLTs:  

 I can describe the importance of rivers during the 

early history of the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how physical environment led to the 

settlement of the Western United States. 

 I can explain how settlers and Native Americans 

had different views of how best to use the land and 

resources. 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how living on the frontier (i.e., 

farming on frontier, mining, ranching) was a 

potentially dangerous way to make money. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Western Trails-Why were people moving 

west?    

 Oregon Trail-most famous trail—song 

 What happened in California in 1848?   What 

is the significance of this event?   

 Communication and Transportation: the Pony 

Express, Transcontinental Railroad—How 

did immigrants play a role in the creation of 

this Railroad?  
 1912-48 States…thirty-five years later, in 

1959, the 49th and 50th states were added to 

the Union (Alaska and Hawaii overview) 

Mormon Trail-Brigham Young, using irrigation-

moving for religious reasons   
-Kids Discover Pioneers Magazine and 

Questions 

-Select the most significant invention studied 

and justify your choice 

-Describe the changes in American agriculture 

from its use to cash crops 

 
 

 

5th Grade Social Studies Pacing Guide  

Industrial 

Revolution Test:  
 Multiple Choice 

and Extended 

Response 
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Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, maps, timelines) to 
describe significant events in the 
history of the U.S. and interpret 
different perspectives. 
 
SS-05-5.2.2 Students will explain 
reasons (e.g., freedoms, opportunities, 
fleeing negative situations) immigrants 
came to America long ago 
(Colonization and Settlement, 
Industrialization and Immigration, 
Twentieth Century to Present) and 
compare with why immigrants come to 
America today. 
 
SS-05-5.2.3 Students will compare 
change over time (Colonization, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present) in communication, 
technology, transportation and 
education. 
 
SS-05-5.2.4 Students will describe 
significant historical events in each of 
the broad historical periods and eras in 
U.S. history (Colonization and 
Settlement, Revolution and a New 
Nation, Expansion and Conflict, 
Industrialization and Immigration, 
Twentieth Century to Present) and 
explain cause and effect relationships. 

 

 

 

 I can describe reasons (i.e., land, riches, religion) 

pioneers moved to the Western United States. 

 

 I can explain two reasons why immigrants came to 

the United States for land and opportunities during 

the expansion of the west. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how the movement of settlers caused 

conflicts with Native Americans. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how the use of railroads and 

telegraphs made the sharing of information and 

resources easier. 

 

 

 

 



Big Idea 
UNIT 7: KENTUCKY REVIEW UNIT 
Historical Perspective 
History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through multiple perspectives. In order for students to 
understand the present and plan for the future, they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, 
accomplishments, and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns 
and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States, and the World. 

*Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1. How did events early in Kentucky history lead to statehood? 

2. How did culture and social institutions impact Kentucky development? 

3. How did economic issues impact Kentucky development? 

4. What impact did geography play in the development of Kentucky? 

5. How did the geographical features affect the lifestyles and cultures of each region’s inhabitants? 

6. What are the basic purposes of government and how do they apply to the right and responsibilities of individuals? 

7. As a citizen living in Kentucky, how do my local and state governments affect me?  What are my rights and responsibilities as a 

citizen in Kentucky? 

8. What is the culture of Kentucky? Does that describe my own personal culture? 

9. What is my own economic system and how does living in Kentucky affect my economic decisions 

Specific Content Area Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

Review of Kentucky Unit 
 

Review Early Exploration of 

Kentucky 

 Early American Explorers 

 Early European Explorers 

 Early settlements 

 Reasons for settlement 

 Natural resources 

 Cumberland Gap 

 Major rivers 

 Leaders in settlement 

Government structure 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Review Early Exploration of Kentucky 

 Early American Explorers 

 Early European Explorers 

 Early settlements 

 Reasons for settlement 

 Natural resources 

 Cumberland Gap 

 Major rivers 

 Leaders in settlement 

 Government structure 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Use Early Exploration binder as review 

tool 

-Discuss the route the settlers (pioneers) 

took and determine why they settled where 

they did 

-Discuss the early pioneers of Kentucky 

(Daniel Boone, Simon Kenton, Christopher 

Gist, John Filson, Dr. Thomas Walker 

-Use primary and secondary sources such as 

diaries and journals, to look at the various 

perspectives of history 

 

 

 

 
 

5th Grade Social Studies Pacing Guide  
 

 

 

 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 

-Write to Learn 

Activities on 

Kentucky 

government, 

economy, geography, 

culture, and history 

 

 

-Early Exploration 

of Kentucky Quiz 
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Review Regions of 

Kentucky Unit 

 Statehood 

 State Capital 

 State symbols 

 Primary and Secondary 

Sources  

 Physical environment 

 Six landform regions 

 Borders (manmade and 

natural) 

 Waterways 

 Weather/climate 

 Resources (Natural, human, 

and capital) 

 

Review Kentucky Today Unit 

 Purposes of government 

 Constitution 

 Bill of Rights 

 Separation of powers 
 Three branches of government 

 Levels of government, (local, 

state, national) 

 Election process 

 Marketable resources (human, 

natural, capital) 

 Needs and wants 

 Producers and consumers 

 Conservation of Kentucky’s 

resources 

 Changes in our state 

 Elements of culture (arts and 

music 
Kentucky Review Unit: 

Wrap-Up/Economics Review 

 Supply/Demand 

 Goods/Services 

 Production/Distribution/Consu

mption  

 Opportunity Cost/Budget 

Review Regions of Kentucky Unit  

 Statehood 

 State Capital 

 State symbols 

 Primary and Secondary Sources  

 Physical environment 

 Six landform regions 

 Borders (manmade and natural) 

 Waterways 

 Weather/climate 

 Resources (Natural, human, and capital) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Review Kentucky Today Unit 

 Purposes of government 

 Constitution 

 Bill of Rights 

 Separation of powers 

 Three branches of government 

 Levels of government, (local, state, national) 

 Election process 

 Marketable resources (human, natural, 

capital) 

 Needs and wants 

 Producers and consumers 

 Conservation of Kentucky’s resources 

 Changes in our state 

 Elements of culture (arts and music) 

 

 

 

-What impact did geography play in the 

development of Kentucky? 

-Create travel brochures of the five regions 

in small groups.  Research the unique places 

to visit, landforms, economy, etc. in each 

region.  Give an oral presentation on your 

findings. 

-Analyze Kentucky’s symbols and slogans 

determining their significance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Discuss the branches of government, and 

the offices associated with them.  Also 

develop a chart of checks and balances 

- Visit Frankfort: New Capitol and 

Kentucky History Museum 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

-Regions of 

Kentucky Quiz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Kentucky Today 

Quiz 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Big Idea 
UNIT 8: THE CIVIL WAR & RECONSTRUCTION 
Economics 
Economics includes the study of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. Students need to understand how their economic decisions 
affect them, others, and the nation as a whole. The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own personal 
lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students need to understand the benefits and costs of economic 
interaction and interdependence among people, societies, and governments. 

 

Historical Perspective 
History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through multiple perspectives. In order for students to 
understand the present and plan for the future, they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, 
accomplishments, and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns 
and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States, and the World. 

 

*Essential Questions for this Unit:  

1. How did the war change America? 

2. What was the cause and effect relationship of various events? 

3. How was geography a cause of the way and how was the war effected by geography? 

4. How did cultural differences impact the war? 

Specific Content Area Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

The Civil War and 
Reconstruction 

 
 
*Underground Railroad 
 
*Events leading the Civil War 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Monroe Doctrine  

 James Monroe  

 Slavery (i.e., Culture, Underground Railroad, 

Abolitionist, Economic factors) 

 People (i.e., Dred Scott, Frederick Douglass, 

Harriet Tubman,  William Lloyd Garrison, 

Frederick Douglas, Women’s Mvmt: 

Sojourner Truth, Stanton, Mott, Harriet 

Beecher Stowe: Uncle Tom’s Cabin) 

 Inventions 

 Differences between the north and south (i.e., 

geography, economics, culture) 

 Compromises (Missouri Compromise, 

Kansas-Nebraska Act, compromise of 1850) 

 Presidents 

 Generals 

 People (i.e., Dred Scott, Frederick Douglass, 

Harriet Tubman, Clara Barton, John Wilkes 

Booth) 

-Kids Discover Underground Railroad and Civil 

War Magazines and questions 

-Interactive activities through Underground 

Railroad stations: technology, Uncle Tom’s 

cabin, Follow the Drinking Gourd, Magazines 

-Create a timeline of significant events that 

relate to slavery prior to the Civil War 

(Underground Railroad, etc.) 

 Underground Railroad-overview of how 

slavery originated.   How did it end up here? 

 The Monroe Doctrine—split widening 

between Free and Slave States  

 

-Discuss and debate issues of the differences 

between North and South 

-Create a poster on the slave contributions to 

American culture 

-Select a person who was involved in slavery 

and give an oral presentation on that topic 

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Government 
SS-05-1.1.1 Students will describe the 
basic purposes of the U.S. Government 
as defined in the Preamble to the U.S. 
Constitution (to establish justice, to 
ensure domestic tranquility, to provide 
for the common defense, to promote 
the general welfare, to secure the 
blessings of liberty); give examples of 
services the U.S. Government provides 
(e.g., armed forces, interstate 
highways, national parks) and analyze 
the importance of these services to 
citizens today. 
 
SS-05-1.3.1 Students will explain the 
basic principles of democracy (e.g., 
justice, equality, responsibility, 
freedom) found in significant U.S. 
historical documents (Declaration of 
Independence, U. S. Constitution, Bill 
of Rights) and analyze why they are 
important to citizens today. 
 
SS-05-1.3.2 Students will describe 
specific rights and responsibilities 
individuals have as citizens of the 
United States (e.g., voting in national 
elections) and explain why civic 
engagement is necessary to preserve a 
democratic society. 
 
Culture and Societies 

 War (i.e., advantages for each side, role of 

women, border states) 

 Significant documents (i.e., Emancipation 

Proclamation, Gettysburg Address) 

 Reconstruction  

 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendment 

 Sharecroppers 

 Andrew Johnson  

 Impeachment   

 Jim Crow Laws 

 Segregation 

 

 

CLTs:  

 I can describe ways the U.S. Government fulfilled 

its basic purposes (e.g., to secure the blessings of 

liberty, to establish justice, to ensure domestic 

tranquility) during the Civil War period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how the key principles of democracy 

(e.g., justice, equality, responsibility, freedom) were 

expressed during the Civil War period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how Reconstruction attempted to 

secure rights for all former slaves. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-Visit Underground Railroad Freedom Center 

Museum 

 

-Discuss major battles and plot on a map 

-Evaluate the government’s efforts to reach a 

compromise when it involved the issue of 

slavery.  Describe the compromise and why it 

did not work 

-Evaluate how America would be different today 

if the South had won the Civil War, in small 

groups.  Discuss how each side would have 

reacted to significant events in the 20th Century 

-Compile a notebook of songs from this time 

period and explain how each contained an 

important message for a certain group of people.  

Also find similar songs that do that today. 

(United and Divided Book) 

-Civil War Primary Sources: Documents to 

Review 
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SS-05-2.1.1 Students will identify early 
cultures (e.g., English, Spanish, French, 
West African) in the United States and 
analyze their similarities and 
differences. 
 
SS-05-2.3.1 Students will describe 
various forms of interactions 
(compromise, cooperation, conflict) 
that occurred between diverse groups 
(e.g., Native Americans, European 
Explorers, English colonists, British 
Parliament) in the history of the United 
States. 
 
SS-05-2.3.2 Students will give examples 
of conflicts between individuals or 
groups and describe appropriate 
conflict resolution strategies (e.g., 
compromise, cooperation, 
communication). 
 
Economies 
SS-05-3.4.2 Students will describe how 
new knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase/increased 
productivity in the U.S. (Colonization, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present). 
 
SS-05-3.4.3 Students will define 
interdependence and give examples of 
how people in our communities, 
states, nation and world depend on 
each other for goods and services. 
 
Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, maps, timelines) to 
describe significant events in the 
history of the U.S. and interpret 
different perspectives. 
 

 I can describe how the cultures of the Northern and 

Southern states were similar and different. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I will describe reasons (e.g., slavery, economics, 

states’ rights) for the conflict between the Northern 

and Southern states. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how the lack of appropriate conflict-

resolution strategies led to the Civil War. 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how the invention of the cotton gin 

led to an increased use of slavery in the Southern 

states. 

 

 

 

 I can explain how the economies of the Northern 

(industrial) states and the Southern (agricultural) 

states were dependent upon one another. 

 

 

 

 

 I can use primary and secondary sources to 

describe the perspectives of different groups (e.g., 

enslaved persons, soldiers, government officials, 

women, children,…) during the Civil War. 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain the historical significance and the key 

ideas of the Emancipation Proclamation. 



SS-05-5.2.1 Students will identify 
historical documents, selected 
readings and speeches (e.g., 
Mayflower Compact, Emancipation 
Proclamation, Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
speech: I Have a Dream) and explain 
their historical significance. 
 
SS-05-5.2.4 Students will describe 
significant historical events in each of 
the broad historical periods and eras in 
U.S. history (Colonization and 
Settlement, Revolution and a New 
Nation, Expansion and Conflict, 
Industrialization and Immigration, 
Twentieth Century to Present) and 
explain cause and effect relationships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe the cause and effect relationships of 

the events that lead to the Civil War and 

Reconstruction. 

Westward Expansion and 
Industrialism Unit (1865-1900) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Government 
SS-05-1.3.2 Students will describe 
specific rights and responsibilities 
individuals have as citizens of the 
United States (e.g., voting in national 
elections) and explain why civic 
engagement is necessary to preserve a 
democratic society. 
 

 Transcontinental Railroad 

 Cattle drives 

 Homestead Act 

 Native American Property Rights 

 Rise of Big Business 

 Labor Unions 

 Immigration to Ellis Island/Angel Island 

 Migration 

 Tenements  

 Spanish-American War 

 Panama Canal 

 Inventions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLTs:  

 I can describe how specific rights and 

responsibilities were affected by settlement of the 

West, immigration, and industrialization. 

 

 

 

 

 

Discovery Education: 70 Years on the 

Great Plains, 1862-1932 (18:12) 

   Discovery Education: Westward 

Expansion: The Pioneer Challenge 

(17:00)    Discovery Education: The 

American 
Industrial Revolution (27:22) 

  Discovery Education: Workers’ Rights: 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Fire (5:38) 

  John Henry: Disney video in 

YouTube    Westward Expansion: 

Collection of 
Lessons 

 

 

ReadWorks: Lost on Ellis Island 
 

 

 

5th Grade Social Studies Pacing Guide  

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

  

http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=DE8A6C9A-3174-44DD-BBFC-10A957D1440C&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=DE8A6C9A-3174-44DD-BBFC-10A957D1440C&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D5CEF251-E3FD-4F9E-BAD7-6118ED8035D7&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D5CEF251-E3FD-4F9E-BAD7-6118ED8035D7&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=D5CEF251-E3FD-4F9E-BAD7-6118ED8035D7&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=3BEC8E51-6DD6-480B-8CBB-57D477C6A1C3&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=3BEC8E51-6DD6-480B-8CBB-57D477C6A1C3&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=3BEC8E51-6DD6-480B-8CBB-57D477C6A1C3&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=A25490FD-95FA-4887-81AE-7BA341E6AF6A&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=A25490FD-95FA-4887-81AE-7BA341E6AF6A&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=A25490FD-95FA-4887-81AE-7BA341E6AF6A&amp;blnFromSearch=1&amp;productcode=US
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HGglKPqG16s
http://americanhistory.mrdonn.org/westernexpansion.html
../ReadWorks/lost_on_ellis_island_790_passage_and_questions.pdf
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Culture and Societies 
SS-05-2.1.1 Students will identify early 
cultures (e.g., English, Spanish, French, 
West African) in the United States and 
analyze their similarities and 
differences. 
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.2.1 Students will explain how 
profits motivated 
individuals/businesses in the U.S. 
(Expansion, Industrialization) to take 
risks in producing goods and services.  
 
SS-05-3.3.1 Students will give examples 
of markets in different periods of U.S. 
History (Colonization, Expansion, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present) and explain similarities and 
differences. 
 
SS-05-3.4.1 Students will describe 
production, distribution and 
consumption of goods and services in 
the history of the 
U.S. (Colonization, Industrialization, 
Twentieth Century to Present). 
 
SS-05-3.4.2 Students will describe how 
new knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase/increased 
productivity in the U.S. (Colonization, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present). 
SS-05-3.4.3 Students will define 
interdependence and give examples of 
how people in our communities, 
states, nation and world depend on 
each other for goods and services. 
 
Geography 
SS-05-4.3.1 Students will explain 
patterns of human settlement in the 
early development of the United States 

 

 I can explain how the settlement of the West, the 

increase in immigration, and industrialization 

changed American culture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how the quest for profit by leaders of 

industry and workers’ rights were in conflict with 

one another. 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how markets during the 

industrialization period were similar to and different 

from markets today. 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how industrialization led to increases 

in the production, distribution, and consumption of 

goods. 

 

 

 I can describe how advances in technology 

(transcontinental railroad, barbed wire, telephone, 

light bulb, etc.) changed the lives of people living in 

the United States. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how the growth of transportation 

(transcontinental railroad) and industrialization led to 

greater interdependence for all communities in the 

United States. 

 

 

 



and explain how these patterns were 
influenced by physical characteristics 
(e.g., climate, landforms, bodies of 
water). 
 
SS-05-4.3.2 Students will describe how 
advances in technology (e.g., dams, 
reservoirs, roads, irrigation) allow 
people to settle in places previously 
inaccessible in the United States. 
 
SS-05-4.4.2 Students will describe how 
the physical environment (e.g., 
mountains as barriers or protection, 
rivers as barriers or transportation) 
both promoted and restricted human 
activities during the early settlement of 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion). 
 
SS-05-4.4.3 Students will describe how 
individuals/groups may have different 
perspectives about the use of land 
(e.g., farming, industrial, residential, 
recreational). 
 
Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.2.3 Students will compare 
change over time (Colonization, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present) in communication, 
technology, transportation and 
education. 
 
SS-05-5.2.4 Students will describe 
significant historical events in each of 
the broad historical periods and eras in 
U.S. history (Colonization and 
Settlement, Revolution and a New 
Nation, Expansion and Conflict, 
Industrialization and Immigration, 
Twentieth Century to Present) and 
explain cause and effect relationships. 

 I can explain how the patterns of settlement in the 

western United States were influenced by physical 

characteristics (e.g., rivers, mountains, and climate). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how advances in technology 

(transcontinental railroad, barbed wire, etc.) allow 

people to settle in places previously inaccessible in 

the United States. 

 

 

 I can describe how the physical environment (e.g., 
mountains as barriers or protection, rivers as barriers, 

or transportation) both promoted and restricted 

human activities during the early settlement of the 

United States. 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how Native Americans and settlers 

had different perspectives on the use and ownership 

of land. 

 

 

 

 I can use primary and secondary sources to 

describe the perspectives of different groups (e.g., 

settlers, former slaves, government officials, women, 

children) during western settlement, immigration, 

and industrialization.. 

 I can explain reasons (e.g., freedoms, 

opportunities, fleeing negative situations) immigrants 

came to America long ago and compare with why 

immigrants come to America today. 

 I can explain how communication, technology, 

transportation, and education during industrialization 

compare to today. 

 I can explain the impact settlement of the West, 

immigration, and industrialization had on the United 

States. 

 



 

Big Idea 
UNIT 9: THE 20TH CENTURY 
Economics 
Economics includes the study of production, distribution, and consumption of goods and services. Students need to understand how their economic decisions 
affect them, others, and the nation as a whole. The purpose of economic education is to enable individuals to function effectively both in their own personal 
lives and as citizens and participants in an increasingly connected world economy. Students need to understand the benefits and costs of economic 
interaction and interdependence among people, societies, and governments. 

 

Historical Perspective 
History is an account of events, people, ideas, and their interaction over time that can be interpreted through multiple perspectives. In order for students to 
understand the present and plan for the future, they must understand the past. Studying history engages students in the lives, aspirations, struggles, 
accomplishments, and failures of real people. Students need to think in an historical context in order to understand significant ideas, beliefs, themes, patterns 
and events, and how individuals and societies have changed over time in Kentucky, the United States, and the World. 

*Essential Questions for this Unit:  
1. What role has economics played in America’s decisions regarding world events? 
2. How does geography impact America’s political decisions? 
3. How have past events led to present events? 

1. How has America’s culture changed in the 20th century as a result of immigration? 
1.  

Specific Content Area Vocabulary/Concepts/Skills/CLTs 
 

Activities/Resources Assessments 

The 20th Century Unit 

 
 
 
 
The Civil Rights Movement 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Spanish-American War 

 Theodore Roosevelt  

 Panama Canal  

 World War I 

 The Great Depression 

 The New Deal 

 Citizen Activism 

 Rights of Women 

 19th Amendment 

 World War II 

 Segregation/desegregation from Reconstruction 

to mid-1900’s  

 Supreme Court Decisions 

 The Civil Rights Movement 

 Plessy v. Ferguson, 1898 

 Booker T. Washington 

 Brown v. Board of Education, 1954 

 Thurgood Marshall  

 Segregation/desegregation 

 Rosa Parks  

-Kids Discover Magazine: Civil Rights 

-Kids Discover Magazine: Martin 

Luther King Jr.  

 
ReadWorks: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

-Daniel’s Story-Holocaust Unit 
 

 

 

 

 

5th Grade Social Studies Pacing Guide  

 On-Going 

Formative 

Assessments in the 

form of 

flashbacks/entrance 

slips/exit slips/etc. 

 

 Teacher Created 

Summative 

Assessment 

 

 

Anecdotal Records 

on Daniel’s Story 
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Government 
SS-05-1.1.1 Students will describe the 
basic purposes of the U.S. Government 
as defined in the Preamble to the U.S. 
Constitution (to establish justice, to 
ensure domestic tranquility, to provide 
for the common defense, to promote 
the general welfare, to secure the 
blessings of liberty); give examples of 
services the U.S. Government provides 
(e.g., armed forces, interstate 
highways, national parks) and analyze 
the importance of these services to 
citizens today. 
 
SS-05-1.1.2 Students will explain and 
give examples of how democratic 
governments function (by making, 
enacting and enforcing laws) to 
promote the “common good” (e.g., 
public smoking ban, speed limits, seat 
belt requirements). 
 
 
SS-05-1.3.1 Students will explain the 
basic principles of democracy (e.g., 

 Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 March on Washington 

 Malcolm X 

 Exploration in Space 

 Technology 

 Immigration  

 The Korean War 

 The Cold War 

 The Vietnam War 

 Citizen Activism  

 Exploration in Space 

 Technology 

 Democracy (function, roles of citizens, election) 

 The Cold War Ends 

 Democracy (function, roles of citizens, election) 

 

 

CLTs: 

 I can describe how the Great Depression 

influenced the attempt to promote the general welfare 

of the people of the United States. 

 

 I can describe how the Civil Rights movements of 

the 1950s and 1960s helped the United States 

improve its ability to fulfill the purposes of the 

Constitution (e.g., to establish justice, to ensure 

domestic tranquility, to provide for the common 

defense, to promote the general welfare, to secure the 

blessings of liberty). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how government changed to better 

promote the “common good” in the New Deal policy 

of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 

 I can describe how government changed to better 

promote the “common good” because of the struggle 

for civil rights (e.g., blacks, women, students) during 

the 1950s and 1960s. 

 

 

 

 



justice, equality, responsibility, 
freedom) found in significant U.S. 
historical documents (Declaration of 
Independence, U. S. Constitution, Bill 
of Rights) and analyze why they are 
important to citizens today. 
 
 
 
SS-05-1.3.2 Students will describe 
specific rights and responsibilities 
individuals have as citizens of the 
United States (e.g., voting in national 
elections) and explain why civic 
engagement is necessary to preserve a 
democratic society. 
 

 

 

 

 
Culture and Societies 
SS-05-2.3.2 Students will give examples 
of conflicts between individuals or 
groups and describe appropriate 
conflict resolution strategies (e.g., 
compromise, cooperation, 
communication). 
 
 
 
 
Economics 
SS-05-3.1.1 Students will describe 
scarcity and explain how scarcity 
required people in different periods in 
the U.S. (Colonization, Expansion, 
Twentieth Century to Present) to make 
economic choices (e.g., use of 
productive resources- natural, human, 
capital) and incur opportunity costs. 
 

 I can explain the important points contained in the 

1964 Civil Rights Act and say why they are still 

important. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how the rights and responsibilities of 

U.S. citizens were affected by change during the 

period of the Great Depression. 

 

 I can explain how the rights and responsibilities of 

U.S. citizens changed because of the struggle for 

civil rights (e.g., blacks, women, students) of the 

1950s and 1960s. 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify examples of conflict, compromise, 

and cooperation between groups of people during the 

era of the Great Depression (e.g., rise of print and 

electronic media and film- shaping culture) 

 

 I can identify examples of conflict, compromise, 

and cooperation between various groups of people 

during the Civil Rights movements of the 1950s and 

1960s 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how scarcity of resources during the 

Great Depression required people to make tough 

economic choices and created opportunity costs. 

 

 I can explain how the lack of educational and 

economic opportunities and basic civil rights 

required people to make tough economic decisions 

and incur opportunity costs. 

 



SS-05-3.3.1 Students will give examples 
of markets in different periods of U.S. 
History (Colonization, Expansion, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present) and explain similarities and 
differences. 
 
SS-05-3.4.2 Students will describe how 
new knowledge, technology/tools and 
specialization increase/increased 
productivity in the U.S. (Colonization, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present). 
 
 
 
Geography 
SS-05-4.1.3 Students will describe how 
different factors (e.g., rivers, 
mountains) influence where human 
activities were/are located in the 
United States. 
 
 
 
SS-05-4.3.2 Students will describe how 
advances in technology (e.g., dams, 
reservoirs, roads, irrigation) allow 
people to settle in places previously 
inaccessible in the United States. 
 
 
 
 
SS-05-4.4.1 Students will explain and 
give examples of how people adapted 
to/modified the physical environment 
(e.g., natural resources, physical 
geography, natural disasters) to meet 
their needs during the history of the 
U.S. (Colonization, Expansion) and 
analyze the impact on their 
environment. 
 

 

 

 I can compare how markets changed because of the 

economic challenges of the Great Depression. 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how new ways of operating factories 

and improvements in transportation and 

telecommunications increased productivity in the 

United States in the 1930s and 1940s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can identify places where major events in the 

Civil Rights movement took place. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe how advances in technology (dams, 

railroads, etc.) helped people live and work 

(Tennessee Valley Authority, Hoover Dam, etc.) in 

areas not easily reached. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can explain how people modified and impacted 

the environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SS-05-4.4.3 Students will describe how 
individuals/groups may have different 
perspectives about the use of land 
(e.g., farming, industrial, residential, 
recreational). 
 
 
Historical Perspective 
SS-05-5.1.1 Students will use a variety 
of primary and secondary sources (e.g., 
artifacts, diaries, maps, timelines) to 
describe significant events in the 
history of the U.S. and interpret 
different perspectives. 
 
SS-05-5.2.1 Students will identify 
historical documents, selected 
readings and speeches (e.g., 
Mayflower Compact, Emancipation 
Proclamation, Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
speech: I Have a Dream) and explain 
their historical significance. 
 
 
SS-05-5.2.3 Students will compare 
change over time (Colonization, 
Industrialization, Twentieth Century to 
Present) in communication, 
technology, transportation and 
education. 
 
 
 
SS-05-5.2.4 Students will describe 
significant historical events in each of 
the broad historical periods and eras in 
U.S. history (Colonization and 
Settlement, Revolution and a New 
Nation, Expansion and Conflict, 
Industrialization and Immigration, 
Twentieth Century to Present) and 
explain cause and effect relationships. 

 

 I can describe how various groups (Native 

Americans, corporations, government, etc.) held 

different perspectives on the use of land during the 

Great Depression. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can use primary and secondary sources to 

describe significant events from different 

perspectives in the Civil Rights movements of the 

1950s and 1960s 

 

 

 I can identify Dr. Martin Luther King’s “I Have a 

Dream” speech and explain its importance. 

 

 I can describe the changes in communication, 

technology, transportation, and education in the 

1930s and 1940s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe the changes in communication, 

technology, transportation, and education and their 

relation to how the Civil Rights movements of the 

1950s and 1960s developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I can describe the important historical events in the 

United States during the Great Depression, show 

how they were caused, and tell what effects they had 

on events that followed. 

 



 

EXTRA RESOURCES:  

Foldables:  
http://ushistory.pwnet.org/links/foldables.php 

  
More Foldables: 
http://vastudies.pwnet.org/coolstuff/foldables.html 
 

Strategies for all Social Studies Units: 
  

  Videos clips/Songs:   Video clips from United Streaming along with other video clips from KET, etc. to show students the concepts while 
teaching.  Songs can be used to help these learners hear about the concept from various sources.    

  Cloze Activities:  Using guided cloze activities is a strategy that can be used with partners or teacher led small group instruction to help guide 
instruction.  This strategy even helps struggling learners become interested in finding the answers in the passage.  This was also excellent 
reading practice for all students. 

  Real-World Connections: When teaching a concept, always try to relate it to their life.  For example, when discussing sharecropping in the 
South after the Civil War.   In whole-group instruction, pick a couple of students and tell a story about how one was the farmer and another 
student was sharecropping on his/her land….by relating a concept to real people rather than just the names or concepts in the text, students 
were able to better grasp the concept.   This doesn’t have to take extra time, it can be used within class discussion. 

  Supplemental Text Materials:   Kids Discover Magazines are a great resource for all levels of learners.  With the lower level learners, David 
Adler’s biography books are excellent and correlate with particular historicaltime period.  For example, read whole group aloud the  
“Abraham Lincoln” Biography (it is a simple but yet informational read).  It does not take a lot of time to read it within class discussion.  Even 
when reading whole group, all levels of learners enjoyed these.  There are a bunch of Adler books on different people throughout history 
(George Washington, Sojourner Truth, Teddy Roosevelt, Rosa Parks, etc.).  Other text materials were books from Scholastic Book Fairs that 
were colorful and had interesting stories.  Sometimes you can just read the interesting facts from the books and show them pictures.  All 
levels of learners loved these resources.  Leave them on your SmartBoard easel so that student can look at them throughout the day.   

  Posters/Visual Aids:   For those learners who struggle, referring to visual aids such as posters, pictures on the Smartboard, etc. helps them to 
understand better.  Posters of different events and vocabulary words to know.  Other poster maps of the Thirteen Colonies, Native 
Americans, etc. are also excellent resources.    
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